Bluegill Flies Notebook

The "Eyes" Have It

Making Craft Bead Seed Eyes for Flies

[image: image1.png]Components for M
Eyes for Flies




Here is what you need for making these craft seed beads for your flies. You probably have most of these items around the house already.

1. Pair of forceps

2. 30 pound monofilament fishing line

3. Cigarette lighter (old style)

4. Craft seed bead 
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5. Pair of scissors

Step 1. Cut a 1/2" piece of 30 pound monolilament fishing line. Match up a   

             pair of the seed beads in your color choice. Your most used colors 

             will probably be black, red, yellow and orange. Hold the monofila-

             with the forceps, eveningly dividing it in the middle.

-(continued below)-
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Step 2. Slide a seed bead over one end of the monofilament. Remember to 

               keep the bead slid all the way against the side of the forceps and to 

               hold that side of the mono up, or you'll be looking for your bead!
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       Step 3. Light the cigarette lighter. Hold the mono in close to the flame and 

               allow it to melt. As it does so, it will "roll" back on itself, forming a 

               ball. Let the melted mono work all the way into the seed bead. Take      

               it slow, making sure not to catch the momo on fire or to melt the 
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               bead! All this takes is a little practice.

Step 4. Repeat steps 2 and 3 and there you have it - BUG EYES as my son 

             calls them.  Attach to your fly by crisscrossing the tying thread be-

             tween the beads, over the monofilament. I always use black eyes on 

             light bodied flies and red, yellow or orange eyes on dark bodied 

             flies. The fly shown is one of my GARY'S GAL.
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