THE FLIES IN YOUR  BOX – THE ONLY THING THE SALMON NOTICES

Please don’t get me wrong, what fly pattern you use is important, maybe not as much as the size or how the fly is presented, but important.

When I first started tying salmon flies fox tail was just about starting to get popular but the quality was quite poor. My first self made was a Thunder & Lightning with natural brown squirrel tail on a size 4 single hook, my second was a Green Highlander with buck tail wrapped around a 1” brass tube. A friend of mine introduced some good quality arctic and silver fox tail to me after I’d read an article in a Swedish magazine about a silhouette fly called Mikkeli Blue, a pattern created by Mikael Frodin for river Altas big salmon.
Present day I tie almost all of my salmon flies with fox or temple dog hair and I can honestly say that they fish very well.
The movement and transparent volume in a well tapered temple dog wing is second to none in my opinion. Together with a sublime amount of flash it’s a killer.
Let’s face it; the amount of patterns for salmons is a jungle. Since one could not carry them all, a collection is the only alternative. I’ve based my collection according to the rivers and conditions I usually fish in and then added some specials. To make it easy I started to categorize flies to match the colors of the rivers I fish in and also some special conditions.
Before we penetrate the patterns I would like to kill some myths about colors in patterns. 

Orange is the best color for rivers in spate. Not true. When the river looks like a flow of mud the best color is black, simply because it has the best contrast.

A living Norwegian salmon fly fishing legend wrote that blue flies fish poorly in brown rivers. Wrong. Flies like the Dee Sheep, Silver & Blue and Sillen works very good in the river Orkla i.e.

The same legend wrote about a another legend and ghillie who used to tear off all crests, toppings and tippets from a salmon fly because it would scare the salmon. Wrong again. The salmon is afraid of sharks, seals, killer whales and dolphins, not some feathers from a bird.

Brown Rivers.

I try to combine the colors black, fiery brown, red and orange with gold and sometimes yellow to make the fly fit in. The flies for brown river are also often good catchers during a spate in any river. The flies I use for brown rivers are:

Patakhorva, Sierrakhorva, Thunder & Lightning, Thunder & Spey and Den Vanlige. 
But I never rule out flies like Greenlander, Dee Sheep and Sillen.

Green Rivers
Some rivers have kind of green shine to them when they are clear, sometimes they almost look turquoise. I try to combine green and blue with black, grey and silver. Patterns like Greenlander, Green Highlander, Silver & Blue and Sillen are my favourites. Combined with Black & Silver as an all-round pattern and some Grey & Greens and Silver & Silvers for cloudy days I’m set.

Clear rivers.

Some rivers have no colour at all. Easy one might think, use any fly at all. However the fact is that grey, light brown, olive, blue and silver are the preferred colours for these kind of rivers. Patterns like Silver & Grey, Silver & Silver, Blue Charm, Silver Doctor and Grey & Green should be in the arsenal.

All-round patterns.

Some good all-round patterns should be in every serious fly box, no matter the amount of experience you have, sometimes you will loose touch in your fly choice. Black is never wrong at the end of a leader, perhaps a Black & Silver. Also the Dee Sheep and Black Doctor have proven to be effective all season flies. Willie Gunn and Garry tied on tubes are often my choice as all-round in early and cold river.
Night and evening patterns
The dark hours gives you one of the most exciting moments in salmon fly fishing. Your vision is useless so you have to trust your ears and feeling. I’m often amazed how well I cast during the night, when I have to trust my feeling and not rely on my eye sight (“Use the force Luke”). As a matter of fact I’ve been able to fish hard conditions during a whole night several times without any hang ups or wind knots at all. Work horse patterns for dark hour fishing are Mikkeli Blue, Night Diver, Sunray Shadow and black zonkers on double hooks.

Spate river patterns.

As I said before during the muddy period of a spate big and black is maybe the only way to go if the salmon should be able to notice your fly. But a spate also offer one of the most golden opportunities for a salmon fisher. When water is decreasing and gets that tea or whiskey colour it is hardcore fishing time. I use patterns like Patakhorva, Sierrakhorva and Flomflua during this precious time. 

Early river patterns.

The tradition bids you big and colourful and that’s a good rule, but be prepared to reconsider. Sometimes the water levels are so low even at early fishing that you will have to use some low water patterns. Otherwise tube versions of Sillen, Garry, Willie Gunn and Sierrakhorva are potential catchers.

Late river patterns   
Use the same patterns as you would before in small sizes but don’t be afraid to break out the big early fishing tubes. Also carry some shrimps like Alleys or Curry Red Shrimp, especially if you’re fishing the sea pools or in a general tidal zone. Some Spey versions of Thunder & Lightning can be useful, perhaps at the best on sinking line during day time fishing.
What’s in my boxes?

If it helps here’s a list of all the flies in my boxes.

Tubes (sizes from 2,5 “ to 5 “.) 

Patakhorva

Sierrakhorva

Greenlander

Sillen

Mikkeli Blue

Night Diver

Grey & Green

Silver & Silver

Den Vanlige

Flomflua

Hooks  (all patterns from double 8 to 2) 
Patakhorva

Sierrakhorva

Greenlander

Fire Ass Zonker

Grey & Green

Dee Sheep

Silver & Silver

Thunder & Spey

Black & Silver

General Practioner

Alleys Shrimp
