 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1GENERIC BEETLE PATTERN
Hook: Thread: Flat waxed nylon

Body: Fun Foam

Underbody: chenille or hackle

Legs: round rubber

1.  Wrap entire shaft of hook with thread to provide base for other materials.

2.  Cut a rectangular strip of foam approximately 1.5 times the width of the hook gap (equal to for larger hooks).  Trim one end to a point.

3.  Tie in point of foam at middle of the shaft.  Make sure the tie-in tacks down all of the angled portion of the point so that only rectangular area is left.

4.  Bring thread to the hook saft above the bend.

5.  Tie in chenille or hackle.  Wrap chenille or palmer hackle chenille forward to withint 1/4" behind the hook eye.

6.  Tie in three strands of rubber leg material or silicone skirting material by doing the following:

a.  Lay legs on top of and parallel to hook shank

b.  Make two snug but not tight thread wraps over the center of the legs

c.  Turn the legs 90 degrees

d.  Using 3 figure 8 wraps tack down the legs which should now face perpendicular to the shank

e.  pull back the two rear most legs and make a wrap of thread in front of them

f.  pull forward the front most legs and make a wrap behind them.

7.  Move the thread to the space 1/4 inch behind the hook eye

8.  Pull the foam tightly over the chenille and tack down with thread wraps behind the hook eye and whip finish.

9.  Trim the excess foam.

10. (optional) Cut out a dot of highly visible foam with a standard hole punch.  Super glue this to the top of the beetle shell.

10.  Coat the entire top of the beetle and thread wraps by hook eye with Hard As Nails.

EXTRA DOTS:

Dark bodied foam beetles can disappear from view in the surface film. Extra foam dots can be added to the back of the beetle with super glue or zap-a-gap to allow the fisherman to see it better.  The dots don’t discourage the fish.
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